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21st  September 2016 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

Our assembly on Monday made reference to the following lines from The Desiderata.  “Keep interested 

in your own career, however humble; it is a real possession in the changing fortunes of time.”  It was apt 

in light of the events which have been organised for the coming weeks to support the pupils as they 

begin to consider their long term career options.  The Futures team do a terrific job in providing a rich 

choice of talks.  Just this week we have had a visit from the Armed Forces, insights from an up and 

coming entrepreneur, a lecture from a top academic as well as specialist insight for our Oxbridge 

candidates.  Our calendar and assemblies highlight talks and we appreciate any encouragement you 

can give to your children to attend. 

 

It has been a real pleasure to see the Upper Sixth pupils adapt to their new place as the most senior 

year group in the School.  We could consider ourselves fortunate to have such strong role models for 

the younger year groups although we know that their experience in the School to date has been one of 

the influencing factors in their development and growth.  Their willingness to lead the life of the School 

as Monitors, Heads and Deputy Heads of House, as Captains or indeed just through their positive 

approach to School life is appreciated. 

 

There is a good deal of success to report this week beginning with the electric kit-car team who have 

won three races out of three so far and indeed they scooped an Engineering Innovation award at the 

last meet for their novel work on the heat sink in the car. 

 

It was a pleasure to present eleven pupils with their sports leaders awards in the assembly.  This has 

required a strong level of commitment from each of the award winners and they have demonstrated 

their capacity to lead the work of younger sportspeople to a high level. 

 

The Fifth Form CCF Cadets enjoyed an action-packed overnight expedition at the weekend and I know 

that the officers were mightily impressed with their spirit and engagement.  Their behaviour was also 

exceptional. 

 

On the sporting front, there was an excellent start to the season for both the badminton teams who won 

their matches against Rugby School.  The School golf team won their first fixture of the season in the 

HMC Foursomes versus Uppingham School.  

 

In hockey, the 1st XI beat Wycliffe College 6-1 in the 1st round of the national cup and on Saturday the 

teams played against Malvern College. There were draws for the U16A, U16B, U15B and the junior C 

teams. The U14B, U15A and 1st XI teams all registered good wins. 

 

The U15 Netball team won their 1st round National Cup game against RGS  while the 1st team travelled 

to Yorkshire to play in the Sheffield High School invitational tournament. The girls played well reaching 

the final where they narrowly lost to national champions The Grammar School of Leeds. 

 

There was another very busy day for Bromsgrove rugby with 15 teams playing fixtures against Bedford 

School. The U16A, U15A, U15C, U14A, U14C and U14D all won their matches. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the PA AGM on Saturday morning this week and 

hope that you will feel able to get involved in the work of your House PA in the year ahead.  They play a 

great role in maintaining the essential bond between home and school life. 

 

It is hard to believe that we are approaching the half way point of the half term.  The School is in good 

heart and the pupils are working incredibly hard at the moment.  It is only a short hop to the vacation so 

please could I ask for good communication regarding any travel plans that may affect school time? 

 

I have just returned from a training day with the Schools Inspectorate to hear more of the revised 

inspection arrangements for the years ahead.  Of course, there will always be a place for a close eye on 

regulatory compliance, but when it comes to educational quality, it was a delight to hear that the key 

indicators that will be judged in all independent schools will be the personal development and 

achievement (of all type) of the pupils.  This will really help to sharpen our focus on the outcomes for 

your children, who are, after all, the most important figures in the life of the school. 

 

 

 
 
Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 


